
Call 641-787-0330 or visit 
www.iowaruralwater.org to sign up!

This is a great opportunity to promote the water industry’s legislative 
agenda with your state representatives and state senators. Displays 
in the Capitol will highlight the contributions of Iowa’s public water 

suppliers and legislators will be invited to walk through to talk 
about the issues.  Register today for this free event!

Water Utility Day at the Capitol 
With Iowa Legislators

With Iowa LegislatorsHosted by IRWA, IAMU and IAWA
Monday, March 2, 2015

From 11 AM to 2 PM
at  IA State Capitol Building  |  1007 East Grand Ave  |  Des Moines, Iowa

Join Us For



PITTSBURG 
TANK & TOWER 

MAINTENANCE CO., INC.  

Inspections         Repair       New & Used       Tanks 
     Wet      In Service Cleaning     Relocation          Elevated 
     Dry                Paint            Erection Underground 
     ROV             Insulation          Dismantles   Ground Storage 
 
 
ROV   inspections  can  be  viewed  on  TV  console     
during  inspection  &  DVD provided.  All inspections 
include bound  reports, recommendations  and  cost 
estimates. 
 

Patrick Heltsley 
270-826-9000 Ext. 253 

270-748-1325 
www.watertank.com 

SAVE! 
We have a crew in  

YOUR AREA! 

W H A T E V E R  I T  T A K E S !

T U R N K E Y  B I O S O L I D S  M A N A G E M E N T   •   B I O S O L I D S  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N   •   D R E D G I N G   •   
D I G E S T E R  A N D  L A G O O N  C L E A N I N G   •   H I G H  P R E S S U R E  WA T E R  B L A S T I N G   •   B I O S O L I D S  A P P L I C A T I O N  W E T / D R Y   •  

 WA T E R  P L A N T  R E S I D U A L S   •   L A G O O N  A E R A T I O N  R E PA I R S

1 - 8 0 0 - 7 9 8 - 4 2 0 5
N U T R I J E C T . C O M
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This will mark the 3rd Annual Sportsman’s Raffle at the 
Iowa conference. This year’s raffle will be during the 
40th Annual Conference in Des Moines at the Veterans 

Memorial Community Choice Credit Union Conference 
Center February 23rd and 24th. The intent of the raffle is 
to assist the Iowa Rural Water Association in their goal of 
supporting Iowa water and wastewater industries.

Associate Member support of the organization – through 
your generous donations – goes to a great cause -- the 
IRWA Equipment Loan Program and Emergency Response 
Program. The first two raffles were an overwhelming success 
thanks to you. 

With the proceeds from last year, IRWA was able to 
purchase emergency response tools and equipment to place 
in the emergency response trailer. The same trailer that was 
purchased with the first year’s raffle proceeds!      

Five Reasons to Donate:

1. Your Company’s Name and Prize will be listed on the
 IRWA Sportsman’s Raffle Web Page and in the IRWA  
 Annual Conference Program.

2.  Your Company will be listed on the main sign located at  
 registration.

3.  A Raffle Donor sign will be provided for your booth.

4.  A reception has been added to the conference for the  
 Sportsman’s Raffle drawing. This is a great time to interact  
 with attendees.

5.  A representative of your company and your prize winner  
 will have their picture in the IRWA Water Street Journal  
 March Issue.

Where else can you get this much marketing bang for your 
buck?

How to donate:  
Gifts must be confirmed by January 15, 2014. 

• Minimum donation value of $100.00 (no exceptions).  
 Please consider spending a little more to make your gift  
 stand out 

• Original gift ideas are encouraged. If you have  
 an idea you may want to act on it early before someone  
 else beats you to it. Plus, acting early gets your company  
 more recognition on the web page. If you don’t have an  
 idea for a donation, check the IRWA Sportsman’s Raffle  
 Web Page to see what others have donated, or call the  
 chairperson (listed below) for help.

•  If it is easier for you to send a check and let the committee  
 decide, please make it out to the “IRWA” with a note in  
 the memo “Sportsman’s Raffle” and send it to: 

  IRWA Sportsman’s Raffle
  4221 S 22nd Ave E
  Newton, Iowa 50208

•  Send your donation idea to the chairperson 
 (contact information below). 

•  Once your donation has been accepted/listed, please  
 plan on bringing it to the convention center on Monday,  
 February 23rd during booth set up time. It is greatly  
 appreciated if you bring your donation to the raffle early,  
 as set up for the raffle will take time. 

Opportunity (Volunteers Needed):

•  The Sportsman’s Raffle Committee needs volunteers to  
 assist at the raffle booth during the conference, do you  
 have time to give to this cause?

•  Working at the Sportsman’s Raffle provides a great  
 opportunity to interact with attendees.

•  As a volunteer, your booth can be located close to the  
 raffle which provides a high traffic area location for your  
 company.  

Thank you for considering these opportunities.  We look 
forward to hearing from you soon.  With your donation of 
items and/or time, you can be a part of the most exciting 
event at the largest water and wastewater industry conference 
in Iowa. 

Sincerely, 
The Sportsman’s Raffle Committee
Bill Schultz, Chairperson  |  815-341-9373  |  bill.schultz@ejco.com

Attention Annual 
Conference Exhibitors!
Please consider being generous for a great 
cause and the opportunity to sponsor our 
3rd Annual Sportsman’s Raffle.
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Community Spotlight:
Winterset, iA

Dale Barrie, Training Specialist
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Beginning in the fall of 2013 the long term plans 
to return Cedar Lake in Madison County to its 
original capacity and long term repairs to the dam, 

including the complete replacement and renovation of the 
spillway are finally scheduled to be completed later this 
year.
 Winterset’s first water system was established in 
1908 with the construction of a 100,000 gallon elevated 
tower and a distribution system consisting of connecting 
mains, valves and hydrants. Water was provided by 
shallow wells located west of town along with sand point 
wells located along Middle River south of town.
 Following a number of dry years in the 1930’s 
causing water restrictions and shortage the decision to 
construct a reservoir for the drinking water supply was 
made on July 6, 1938. After looking at a number of sites, 
the decision to proceed with a location north of town on 
Cedar Creek was chosen. The site would provide water 
from a 10,700 acre watershed to an 80 acre lake and 
treated with a clarification/filter plant located just below 
the dam. With a cost of $235,000 ($103,750 from 
grants) the project was completed at the end of 1939 
and water began overflowing in the spring of 1940. It 
took until October of 1940 before water was successfully 
treated at the original filter plant and started providing 
drinking water for the citizens of Winterset on a regular 
basis. Cedar Lake has been the sole source of drinking 
water since 1995 following the construction of a 3.4 
million dollar water treatment plant.

 A number of issues plagued Cedar Lake over 
the years, in the 1950’s the lake had to be drastically 
lowered to 1 acre surface area for dam repairs. Siltation 
over the years were a significant problem with reports 
over the years estimating the lake would be full in the 
60’s, 70’s and 80’s. In 1979 the lake was raised 3 ½ feet 
to increase capacity. Over the years a number of grass 
waterways, tiling and terracing projects were financially 
supported by the water utility resulting in decreasing the 
silt loading of the lake – however these same projects had 
the negative effect of increasing nitrates in the water in 
excess of the MCL of 10.0 mg/l during the spring runoff 
each year, resulting in the addition of a 1.5 million dollar 
nitrate removal system in 2008. 
 Dredging or increasing the existing lake surface area 
has been looked at since the 1960’s and studies had look 
at alternate sources, including a short-lived Jordan aquifer 

Case Study - Dredging, Spillway and Dam Repair at Cedar Lake



well and treatment plant in the 1970’s and connection to 
regional water supply in the early 1990’s.
 The decision to continue to use Cedar Lake was 
made in 1993 and construction of a new 2.0 million 
gallon per day water treatment plant was completed in 
1995 and plans to make improvements to the lake to 
begin approximately 2010. Emphasis shifted in 2004 to 
look at a larger lake site south of town for the drinking 
water supply. In 2012 plans shifted back to Cedar Lake 
and plans to dredge the exiting lake, replace the failing 
spillway and make repairs to the failing dam were 
undertaken.
 An accurate survey of the lake was undertaken, 
location for the sediment confinement basins and plans 
for dam repairs and strengthening were made. It was 
determined 1.065 million cubic yards of material would 
have to be removed to return the lake from the current 
depths of a few inches to 15 feet to the original depth of 
15 to 32 feet. The existing concrete spillway would have 
to be completely removed, re-engineered and replaced. 
Existing dam sheet pilings would have to be removed and 
replaced and additional material would be added to the 
base of the dam to provide needed additional strength.
 After obtaining needed permits and contracts, 
earthwork on the silt retention basins began in June of 
2013. Access to the lake was improved and the dredge 
was delivered and assembly completed before ice 
conditions ended the project for the winter. Dredging 
started in early March 2014 with material being 
transferred 1 mile horizontally and 110 feet vertically to 
the basins. The lake had to be lowered 8 to 9 feet before 
settled water began returning to the lake. 
 Rainfall during the year kept the lake at levels to 
allow continued dredging throughout the summer with 
the only delays coming from an equipment failure which 
required a pump to be sent to Florida for repairs. Rainfall 
was significant enough that the lake had to be lowered 
for the spillway and dam repairs to begin.  Plans called 
for the removal of the existing concrete spillway, repair 
and upgrade of the subgrade, reconstruction of the 
plunge pool and construction of a toe berm along the 

downstream face of the dam. These repairs will bring 
the dam into compliance with all current standards and 
removal from the state dam deficiency list along with 
properly protecting the dam from effects of floodwater 
through the spillway.
 After these repairs were well underway, two 24 hour 
7 inch rainfall events (500 year) occurred twice causing 
a number of sleepless nights for construction crews, 
engineering and water utility staff as the lake overflowed 
into an earthen spillway (concrete had been completely 
removed). Due to cooperation of all involved, a number 
of pumps, by-pass and siphon lines were put into place 
and no major failure occurred. 

What’s next?
The historical Jurgensen Bridge 
will be installed over the 
spillway to allow connection of 
a planned Winterset – Cedar 
Lake trail to be connected to 
regional trails in the area. 
Rip rap will be installed to 
control wave erosion along the shore line and plans to 
improve the fishery of the lake are underway, to include 
a complete fish kill and restocking, fishing jetty’s and 
improved access. 
 
Want more information? 
Join us at Iowa Rural Water Association’s Annual 
Conference in Des Moines next February 23rd through 
25th for a case study presentation by Matt Castor of 
Shive-Hattery Architecture & Engineering and Winterset 
Water Department staff.

Information for this article was provided by:
Shive-Hattery, Matt Castor
Winterset Municipal Utilities, Stephen “Scott” Wesslemann – 
GM, Steve Benshoof – Water Superintendent
1984 “History of Madison County, Iowa”
Howard R. Green Company
Iowa Natural Resources Council
Winterset Madisonian
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APPLY TODAY!

for more information

contact david@nrwa.org

or go to:

www.nrwa.org

Money is now available for loans up to $100,000

with 10 year term and interest rateslow .
The NRWA Revolving Loan Fund was established
under a grant from USDA/RUS to provide
financing to utilities for pre-development
costs associated with proposed water and
wastewater projects.  RLF funds can also be used
with existing water/wastewater systems and the
short term costs incurred for replacement equipment,
small scale extension of services or other small
capital projects.

Systems applying must be public entities.  This
includes municipalities, counties, special purpose
districts, Native American Tribes and corporations
not operated for profit, including cooperatives,
with up to 10,000 population and rural areas with
no population limits.

NATIONAL RURAL WATER ASSOCIATION

Rural
Development

Loan
F U N D

Revolving

“You provided the help that we needed when we needed it
and in a timely manner.

Thanks for making it possible and so convenient to obtain a loan
in our time of need…”

Director - Rural Water PWS



Every drop affects 
his future.

Water scarcity is a fact. At Master Meter 

we’re empowering utilities to preserve 

and precisely account for their water 

resources to help promote long-term 

sustainability. Our innovative suite of 

solid-state measurement technology, 

powerful communication tools, and 

software intelligence work in harmony to 

ensure your glass is always half full. 

Scott McCord
Tel: 573.820.5517 
smccord@mastermeter.com 

CENTRAL TANK 
COATINGS, INC. 

      “General Water Tower Maintenance” 
877.530.6226 Toll Free           
563.426.5967 Office 
563.380.2647Cell 
563.426.5641 Fax      
 

ctcinc@alpinecom.net 
 
 Crews available for 

winter emergencies 
 Sandblasting 
 Painting 
 Roofs, pipes, jackets 
 Video inspections 
 Annual maintenance contracts available 
 Over 32 years experience 
 WWW.centraltankcoatings.com 

Kelly Koehn, Ow ner 

22528 Canoe Rd 
Elgin, Iowa 52141  

����������������

Howalt+McDowell Insurance,
a Marsh & McLennan Agency LLC company

Sioux Falls + St. Paul
(800-584-7054)

www.howaltmcdowell.com

Commercial Insurance specializing in:
Agriculture | Construction | Healthcare | Hospitality

Manufacturing | Non-Profit | Retail/Wholesale

Personal Insurance specializing in:
Home | Car | Boat | RV | ATV | Umbrella

Life and Health Insurance specializing in:
Employee Benefits | Wellness | Consulting



Brent Beste
   November 9 marked Brent Beste’s fifth anniversary with IRWA! During 
his tenure at IRWA, he has developed dozens of source water protection 
plans for communities across the state, successfully spearheaded a new 
IDNR funded Source Water program, lead IRWA’s Children’s Water 
Festival efforts, and has played an integral part in assisting in the planning 
of our conferences just to name a few of his achievements. 
   One of his plans in particular, for the City of DeSoto, went on to receive 
the Exemplary Source Water Protection Award for small-sized systems 
from the national American Water Works Association. We thank Brent for 
his dedication over the last five years in helping communities across Iowa 
protect their drinking water sources!

Karla Peiffer
 On August 20, USDA-Rural Development State Director Bill 
Menner joined IRWA President Randy Pleima and IRWA CEO Greg 
Huff in honoring Karla Peiffer for her nearly eight years of service as 
Community Programs Director for USDA-RD in Iowa. Her new role will 
be serving the USDA National Office Community Facilities division 
as an Asset Risk Management Specialist where she will oversee the 
Community Facilities portfolio of states in the Midwest. During her 
tenure as Community Programs Director, USDA-RD invested over 
$628 million for critical infrastructure projects across rural Iowa. We 
were glad we had the opportunity to honor Karla and let her know 
how much we enjoyed working with her over the years and to thank 
her for her tremendous support of the Iowa Rural Water Association. 
We wish Karla the best of luck in her new position at USDA!

irWA Honors Congressman tom Latham
   For the last twenty years, Congressman Tom Latham has represented the people of Iowa 
in Washington DC. He has been a great friend and supporter of IRWA during his ten terms 
in Congress. Congressman Latham made time in his busy schedule to meet with IRWA 
representatives during the yearly national Rural Water Rallies as well as during other visits 
to Capitol Hill. Each year in Congress, he supported training and technical assistance 
programs for small water and wastewater systems as well as the grant and loan funding 
programs for water and wastewater infrastructure. In 2005, he was honored as IRWA’s 
Promoter of the Year.
     During his tenure in the U.S. House of Representatives, he became Iowa’s only member of the 
House Appropriations Committee, considered to be one of the most influential in Congress. 
He serves as the Chairman of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing 
and Urban Development. He also serves on the House Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Agriculture and the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Homeland Security. 
   While we will miss Congressman Latham we are grateful to have worked with him over 
the years and wish him and his wife Kathy a happy retirement.

   A Job Well Done!
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Penny Douglas
 Penny Douglas, Community Programs Specialist with the USDA-RD State Office in 
Des Moines, has accepted a position as a Community Programs Specialist in the National 
Office of Water and Environmental Programs Division, Special Initiatives Branch. In her 
new position, she will continue to live and work in Iowa while carrying out her National 
Office duties. Penny began working with USDA-RD in Iowa in June 2008. Her primary 
responsibility has been to manage the agency’s Water and Environmental Programs. During 
her tenure here, USDA-RD has invested over $100 million in water and wastewater projects 
in Iowa. Prior to coming to Iowa, Douglas was an area specialist in Rural Development’s 
Canton, Mississippi, area office for four years.  Douglas also worked 11 years in the state 
office in Jackson, Mississippi, also as a specialist on water programs.  Douglas’ career with 
Rural Development started in 1990 in the agency’s national office in Washington, D.C. We 
have enjoyed working with Penny and wish her the best of luck in her new position. 

Kate sand
   On October 15, Bill Menner, USDA Rural Development State Director in Iowa, announced 
that Kate Sand is the new USDA Rural Development Community Programs Director in Iowa. 
“We are extremely pleased that Kate will be leading our Community Programs staff as 
they work to deliver programs that help support community-improvement efforts that are 
important to the sustainability of rural America,” Menner said. “Whether the project is a new 
medical clinic, hospital, fire station, fire truck, emergency equipment, community building, 
assisted living facility, or library, USDA Rural Development is ready to help communities 
across Iowa develop these critical resources.”
   Sand began her career with USDA Rural Development in 2004.  During the past 10 
years she has held a variety of positions within the agency while working in the Le Mars, 
Humboldt and Indianola Area Offices. She has assisted rural Iowans, communities and 
businesses through the administration of USDA Rural Development’s Housing Programs, 
Business Programs and Community Programs. Sand also served as the acting Business 

Programs Director for USDA Rural Development in Iowa from November 2011 through February 2012. 
 Sand is a native of Joice, Iowa, in rural Worth County. She has Bachelor of Arts degree in Public Administration from 
Buena Vista College and a Master’s degree in Political Science from the University of Iowa. Kate, her husband, Steve, and 
their two children live in Pleasant Hill. 

Sustainable Infrastructure
Prestressed Concrete Water Storage Tanks

913.681.6006 www.dntanks.com
Dave Ornduf f ,  Regiona l  Manager
dave.ornduf f@dntanks.com
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Cedar Rapids | Des Moines | Sioux City  
Phone 800.728.7805

Learn more at HRGreen.com 

Clean water is everybody’s business. 

HR Green has tackled water challenges 
for over 100 years with a careful business 
approach at every step of the journey: design, 
construction, ownership and operation.

utilityservice.com

Utility Service Co., Inc. has proudly served the potable and industrial water industries for over 50 years.   
Today’s Utility Service Group provides comprehensive condition assessments, rehabilitation services and 
sustainable asset management solutions throughout the whole water cycle.

Clean. Safe. Sustainable.

••••••••••••••

Infrastructure Asset Management Services
Water Tanks | Water Wells| Valve & Hydrants | GIS

Industry Leading Water Quality Technology
Water Tank Chemical Cleaning | Water Tank Active Mixing | Pipe Cleaning (Ice Pigging) | THM Removal

Water Network Efficiency
Leak Detection Services | Smart Metering

 Jim Marek
515.205.0101

jmarek@utilityservice.com

Every drop
    along the way...
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Get access to exclusive RURAL WATER Pricing

Ford Fleet Program 
Presented by your State Rural Water Asociation in partnership with the National Rural Water Association

Contact your State Association to get your fleet discount
visit nrwa.org/fleet for more information

Save up to $5,000 on an 
F550 Super Duty*

* all disounts are subject to change. Savings depend on model chosen.



Rathbun Regional Water Association
Regional  System Spotlight:Regional  System Spotlight:

ADDRESSING SOuTHEAST IOWA’S WATER NEEDS 
 In 1968, a group of farm and community leaders 
from Appanoose, Lucas, Monroe, and Wayne Counties 
came together to address the need for a reliable supply 

of quality drinking water 
for rural residents and 
small towns in southeast 
Iowa. Four years later, the 
effort of these local leaders 
together with support from 
state and federal agencies 
led to the organization of 
Rathbun Regional Water 
Association (RRWA) as a 
member-based nonprofit 
corporation. Soon after 
RRWA was organized, 
plans were underway for 
a water treatment plant 
and distribution system. 
Construction on RRWA’s 
first water treatment plant 
began in 1975. While 
RRWA’s treatment plant 
was under construction, 
the Association began to 
serve its member-customers 
through a newly installed 
distribution system with 
water purchased from the 
Cities of Albia, Centerville, 
Chariton, Corydon, and 
Humeston. RRWA’s first 
water treatment plant was 
completed and started 
supplying water to the 
Association’s customers in 
1977. This first plant had 
a capacity to produce 4 

million gallons per day (MGD) of drinking water. Rathbun 
Lake was the source of raw water for RRWA’s treatment 
plant.

 Over the next two decades, the demand for reliable, 
quality drinking water increased across southeast Iowa. 
In response to this demand, RRWA expanded its service 
territory and the number of Association member-customers 
grew. In addition to serving water to a growing number of 
rural residents and farm operations, RRWA also began to 
supply water to meet the needs of residents, businesses, 
and facilities in many small communities. In 2000, RRWA 
completed an expansion of the Association’s original water 
treatment plant to satisfy the increased demand for water 
from rural customers and communities. RRWA’s expanded 
plant had the capacity to treat as much as 8 MGD of 
water from Rathbun Lake. The Association constructed 
elevated water storage tanks, booster pump stations, 
and pipelines across its expanding service territory. In 
addition, RRWA entered into agreements with the Cities 
of Burlington, Fairfield, Fort Madison, Keokuk, and Mount 
Pleasant to purchase water for distribution to customers 
in the easternmost portion of the Association’s service 
territory. RRWA has also been called upon to help address 
community wastewater treatment needs in the Association’s 
service territory. RRWA currently owns and operates 
wastewater treatment systems in nine small communities.

RRWA - Preparing for the Future
Today, RRWA is the largest rural water system in Iowa and 
one of the largest in the United States. RRWA supplies water 
to the rural areas in 18 counties and to 51 communities in 

Lieutenant Governor Reynolds and Governor Branstad visit with 
RRWA CEO John Glenn and RRWA Plant Superintendent Jer 
Buckingham during dedication of RRWA’s new water treatment plant.
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Iowa and Missouri. RRWA delivers this water through an 
extensive distribution system which includes an estimated 
7,000 miles of pipeline, 34 elevated water storage tanks, 
and 36 booster pump stations. More than 80,000 people 
who reside in these rural areas and communities receive 
quality drinking water each day served by RRWA. Farm and 
livestock operations as well as numerous other businesses, 
industries, and facilities across southeast Iowa depend on 
RRWA to deliver a dependable and abundant supply of 
water to meet their daily needs. In recent years, RRWA 
has continued to experience steady growth in the number 
of customers. This growth requires that RRWA’s Board of 
Directors and staff continually plan and implement actions 
to meet the associated increase in demand for water.
 In 2007, RRWA’s Board of Directors and staff made 
the decision to once again expand the Association’s water 
treatment capacity and make additional improvements to 
its distribution system. This decision was based on long-
term planning which determined that the future drinking 
water needs of RRWA’s member-customers could exceed 
14 MGD. RRWA’s Board and staff also believed that 
it was essential for the Association to be able to supply 
the quantity of potable water needed to support future 
economic development in its service territory. In preparing 
to meet this future demand for water, RRWA has invested 
close to $40 million in improvements to the Association’s 
water treatment and distribution facilities since 2007. 
These improvements included a new water treatment plant 
with a production capacity of 6 MGD that is expandable 
to 9 MGD, an intake structure in Rathbun Lake with 
a capacity to supply 17.5 MGD of raw water, two raw 
water transmission mains between the new intake and 
water treatment plants, seven miles of distribution main, 
and a one-million gallon elevated water storage tank. In 
addition, RRWA is now undertaking a major renovation 

of the Association’s original water treatment plant which 
is planned for completion in 2015 and will ensure the 
facility’s continued operation for many years to come.
 
RRWA - Protecting Rathbun Lake
As a founding member of the Rathbun Land and Water 
Alliance, RRWA provides leadership and support for efforts 
to protect Rathbun Lake, which is the only source of water 
for the Association’s two treatment plants. Sediment and 
phosphorus carried in runoff from land in Rathbun Lake’s 
354,000 acre watershed are the primary water quality 
concerns. Over the past decade, RRWA and other Alliance 
members and partners have worked with close to 600 
landowners to install conservation practices on thousands 
of acres of land in the lake’s watershed. To date, these 
practices have reduced the annual delivery of sediment 
and phosphorus to Rathbun Lake by an estimated 42,000 
tons and 179,000 pounds respectively. Since 2004, 
RRWA with other Alliance members and partners including 
landowners in the watershed have invested and committed 
more than $26 million in Rathbun Lake protection efforts.

RRWA – Building Partnerships
RRWA’s success as one of the leading rural water 
systems in Iowa and in the nation is the result of strong 
partnerships built during the Association’s 42-year history. 
RRWA’s Board of Directors and staff recognize and value 
the important relationships developed with local counties, 
communities, and organizations; state and federal 
agencies; business and financial partners; and other 
utilities and utility associations. These many partnerships 
have enabled RRWA to excel at fulfilling its core mission of 
ensuring that an adequate supply of quality drinking water 
is available for the Association’s member-customers.

Lee
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Des Moines

Legend
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Rathbun Regional Water Association, Inc

County Installation of one of RRWA’s new raw water 
transmission mains.
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40th IRWA AnnuAl ConfeRenCe
Best tAstIng WAteR Contest

offICIAl Contest Rules
1 A one-quart sample in a glass container (glass canning jar)  
 should be entered at the conference registration desk by                                            
 10:00 am on Monday, February 23rd, 2015.

2 A panel of distinguished tastetesters will judge all samples  
 at the Best Tasting Water Luncheon on February 23rd, 2015 in  
 Des Moines, Iowa.

3 Judging Criteria: Taste, Bouquet and Clarity 

4 The winner will be eligible to compete against other states at the  
 NRWA Rural Water Rally in Washington D.C. in February 2016. 
 IRWA will award the Best Tasting Water winner a trip to the  
 Water Rally with two nights of accommodation and airfare for one  
 individual from that utility. All other expenses are the responsibility  
 of the Water Rally attendee(s).

5 Contest is open to Iowa communities and regional systems.

offICIAl entRy foRm
“Best tAstIng WAteR” Contest

Water System: _________________________________________

Samples Submitted by: ________________________________

Please email, mail or fax entry form to IRWA:

claw@iowaruralwater.org
4221 S 22nd Ave East

Newton, IA  50208
  Fax: 641-787-0331
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