
lagoons drain to. Which is good to know 
since wetlands are great for filtering.
 Upon leaving Riverton it is 
apparent that our next stop needs to 
be a place to fuel the truck with gas 
and our bellies with lunch. A good 
place to go for those things is Sidney, 
Iowa. Sidney is home to a big Rodeo 
that happens each year. Rodeo 
participants from all over the country 
visit the town during the summer for 
the big event. We travel to downtown 
Sidney to stop at Whips for lunch 
and notice that the town is currently 
involved in a big downtown square 
renovation. It is going to look great 
when they are finished.
Silver City is our next destination for 
the day and we are greeted warmly 
by the town’s faculty. Our visit includes 
Mayor Gary Frankforter, Mayor 
Pro Tem, Libby Wolff, City Clerk 
Jo Carper and Howard Peterson, 
Water and Wastewater Operator for 
PeopleService who provide service 
for the water and wastewater systems. 
We all sit down in the meeting room 
at city hall to chat with the town 
representatives and check in on the 
condition of various things going 
on with the town. The major item of 
concern is a large identified source 
of inflow at the main lift station and 
the extra flow being contributed to 
the lagoon when the ground water is 
high. A discussion was had on what 
funds could be used in what areas 
according to their loan agreement 
with USDA.
 Regional Water of Avoca is the provider of wastewater 
treatment for the small community of Mineola and the lagoon 
is our final visit of the day. We meet John Schlueter with 
Regional Water at the location of the lagoon to visit briefly 
about the lagoons function and how things are going. Upon 
initial inspection, we sympathize with John about mowing 
around the lagoon; there are some areas of concern with 
lagoon operations and maintenance that John has had to 

work through just due to steepness of the lagoon site.
And so ends my adventure of “On The Road with A Circuit 
Rider” as we move on to Treynor to our respective vehicles. 
John has been a very good sport throughout the day. It was 
such a fun and pretty day and I am a little sad to see it end, 
however we say our goodbyes. Home is a long way from 
Southwestern Iowa and so I need to get in my car and head 
to the East!    

Meeting with College Springs.  Boxer Waiting Patiently. (picture referenced within the article)

John Veach viewing College Springs Sand Filter.   Group discussion regarding the Riverton wastewater lagoon.

Example of College Springs Peat Filter. Meeting with Silver City.

Group discussing the function of the Peat Filter.    Talking about the Regional Water Mineola wastewater. 
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Chad Fieldsa, Claire Hrubya, Robert Libraa, and Dana Kolpinb

a - Iowa Department of Natural Resources (IDNR)  b - United States Geological Survey (USGS)

Introduction

 New sophisticated and sensitive analytical techniques 
have detected the presence of previously unknown and 
unregulated contaminants in groundwater, normally 
at concentrations of parts per billion (ppb) or less. 
These pollutants include pesticides and pesticide 
degradates used extensively in row crop production; 
pharmaceuticals, including common stimulants, 
prescription and over-the-counter drugs, and 
narcotics compounds typically originating from urban 
wastewater; and micro-organisms such as viruses and 
bacteria that can be from both rural and urban sources. 
The term ‘contaminants of emerging concern’ (CECs) is 
commonly used to refer to these types of compounds 
that were previously not considered or known to be 
significant in groundwater, but are now becoming more 
widely detected.

 Last year (2013), 66 public wells were volunteered for 
an intensive four-hour source water sampling process 
to help better understand the occurrence of CECs in 
Iowa’s groundwater. The wells, while representing a 
small percentage of the total population of Iowa’s public 
water wells, characterize the diversity of climate and 

hydrogeologic conditions in 
the state. The selected wells 
were spaced regionally across 
Iowa to include all of Iowa’s 
major landform regions, 
aquifers, well construction 
types, geologic conditions, and 
land use (Figure 1). Water 
quality results from this project 
will help scientists and policy 
makers better understand the 
prevalence of CECs within 
Iowa’s groundwater and 
establish benchmarks for the 
state’s Source Water Protection 
Program. This study is one of 
the first of its kind in the United 
States to characterize CECs in 
groundwater at the statewide 
level.
    A total of 208 water quality 
parameters were measured in 
66 public wells for the study. 

A Source WAter Protection PerSPective on contAminAntS 
of emerging concern in ioWA’S groundWAter

Figure 1: Map showing CEC wells, land use, and geologic vulnerability for 
contaminants of emerging concern in Iowa’s groundwater.
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Parameters included 109 pharmaceutical compounds, 
35 pesticide compounds, 19 metals, five microbial 
indicators, three bacterial pathogens, and 10 groups 
of viruses (Table 1). Basic water quality parameters 
including nutrients, metals, anions, and cations were also 
sampled and analyzed concurrently with CECs. Tritium 
was also analyzed on a subset of samples as an indicator 
of groundwater age.

Public Well Selection Criteria

 Due to budget and project constraints, only 66 out of 
roughly 3,246 active public wells in Iowa (2% of the total 
population) were selected for this study. Since part of the 
project’s goal was to conduct a statistical analysis of well 
system characteristics to CECs and other water quality 
parameters, it was necessary to select wells based on 
known characteristics for later correlation and analysis. 
For this reason, all wells selected actively pump water and 

have available location, construction, and hydrogeologic 
information to correlate with CEC detections.

Four different well categories were used in 
the statistical analysis: 
 1) Well production (<40,000 gpd, >40,000 gpd)
 2) Well age (<1980, 1980-2000, >2000)
 3) Dominant land use around the well (developed, row 
   crop + grasses)
 4) Confining layer thickness between land surface and 
    aquifer (<50 ft., 50-100 ft.,  >100 ft.)

Results

 For the statistical analysis, CEC results were grouped 
according to major categories in Table 1 with binary 
(yes, no) detection results aggregated for each 
category: pharmaceuticals and lifestyle, pesticides and 
degradates, viruses and pathogens, microbial indicators. 

Table 1: List and groupings of analytes measured in the CEC study.
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Nitrate-nitrite-N was also included in the analysis as 
it has historically been documented to be a frequent 
groundwater contaminant in Iowa. 

Well Production: Although the differences were not 
statistically significant (i.e. p<0.05), a higher percentage 
of wells had detections of nitrate + nitrite in the high 
pumping category (31%) than the low pumping rate 
category (20%). The same was true for the pesticide and 
pesticide degradate group, with a detection frequency 
of 44% in wells in the high pumping rate category, 
compared to 36% in the low pumping rate category. 
No statistically significant differences between pumping 
rate categories were noted for microbial indicators, 
pharmaceuticals, or viruses and bacteria detected using 
genetic methods,  and the detection frequencies in each 
category.

Well Age: Nitrate + nitrite as nitrogen occurrence 
decreased significantly as well ages decreased (P = 
0.05). 71% of wells drilled before 1980 had nitrate + 
nitrite detections, while 31% of wells drilled between 
1980 and 2000, and 11% of wells drilled after 2000, 
had detectable levels of nitrate + nitrite. The relationship 
between well age and pesticide occurrence is similar to 
nitrate + nitrite, but not significant. These trends may 
result from improved well construction, source water 
protection activities, and required separation distances 
from contaminant sources. Recently, there has been an 
emphasis on properly installing casings to depths that 
take advantage of existing geologic confining layers 
as a natural protective layer. All other water quality 
categories showed no visible or significant relationships 
between well age and contaminant occurrence.
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Well Area Land Use: Pesticides and pesticide 
degradates have a much higher occurrence in wells 
with primary nearby land use in row crop and grasses 
(at nearly 50%), compared to wells located in urban 
or developed settings (only 28%). Although all of the 
microbial indicators found in this study were from wells 
in urban areas, the small number of detections (only 4) 
prevented the results from being statistically significant (P 
= 0.11). 

Geologic Vulnerability: Both nitrate-nitrite, and 
pesticides & pesticide degradates had strong declining 
frequency of detections from “High” to “Low” vulnerability 
categories. These were the most significant correlations 
from any of the categories. While 50% of the wells with 
confining layers less than 50 feet had nitrate-detections, 
only 12% had detections from 50-100 feet, and no 
nitrates were detected at all in wells that had over 100’ 
of confining beds. A very similar trend was noticed in 
pesticides, with only one well having detectible pesticides 
(no nitrates). 

Conclusions

 Overall, out of all the water quality variables measured 
in this study, pesticides/degradate, and nitrate-
nitrogen showed the strongest correlations with the well 
classification schemes. The other three CEC categories 
had either too few detections (microbial indicators) 
or established no significant trends (pharmaceuticals 
and viruses) or correlation with any of the descriptive 
variables. Unfortunately, the historic drought conditions 
present in Iowa during much of the sampling most likely 
influenced the results from both viruses and microbial 
indicators.
 Results from this study suggest that well geologic 
vulnerability was an important driver for both nitrate and 

pesticides/degradates concentrations in groundwater. 
As the confining layer thickness increased, there was a 
corresponding decrease in the frequency of detection for 
nitrate-nitrite and pesticides/degradates. Land-use has a 
strong correlation with pesticides, with more wells in row 
crop and grassy areas having higher pesticides. There is 
also a fairly strong indication that wells located in urban 
or developed regions tend to have higher microorganism 
detections. A more expanded study that includes 
additional wells might yield enough information to make 
conclusions about the near significant correlations found 
with most CECs during this study. With a total of only four 
microbial indicator detections, even when correlations 
seem apparent there were not enough values to get 
significant correlations. 
 Future groundwater studies should consider both well 
surroundings and geologic vulnerability and an increased 
number of sampled wells to better determine relations 
between CECs and ancillary factors.
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We are different. Are you tired of leak detection services and devices that 
brag of low prices and don’t deliver? We find your leaks, teach your staff, 
and sell you equipment if needed, to continue to do the job right. Owned by 
the man who personally has trained more people in leak detection than any 
other! We are the Midwest reps. for the SubSurface line of leak detectors, 
correlators, and line tracers-equipment that works and that YOU can use!
No big claims just honest results.
Call Steve Hiveley - Cell: 515-681-4727 or Home Office: 515-795-2417
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Brent Beste, Source Water Specialist - Scott Shover, Wastewater Technician, East

Sanitary sewers are sources of many different 
contaminants. Today, humans are taking more 
supplements, prescription and over the counter 

medications, and consuming more caffeinated beverages. 
It has been known for a while that these compounds are 

found in surface water. The little known nugget 
that they are now discovering is that these 
compounds are showing up in groundwater, 
including groundwater that was thought to be 
well protected.
Groundwater is a major source of drinking 
water in Iowa. Over 80 percent of Iowans 

obtain their drinking water from 
a groundwater resource. 

Studies have found not just 
pharmaceuticals, including 

caffeine and 

Locating Failures in 
Sanitary Sewers and the 
Impact on Groundwater

Smoke blowing in Riceville Iowa – September 2014
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byproducts of ibuprofen, but viruses that can impact public 
health. To learn more about these viruses, and where they 
are in Iowa, read (Locating Failures in Sanitary Sewers 
and the Impact on Groundwater on page 16). 
 Looking at groundwater, it is likely the sanitary sewer 
collection system is impacting groundwater, not necessarily 
the discharge. Leaking sewers are likely sources of both 
viruses and nutrients. An increase in nutrients in the 
ground, especially from wastewater, can impact your 
nitrate concentration in your public water supply. This can 
be seen as an immediate change in nitrate concentrations 
or a long progressive increase. This is not just limited to 
shallow wells. Deep wells with failing casing, or those 
that are missing a bentonite seal (generally older wells), 
are more susceptible to contamination.
 The easiest and cheapest way to start protecting 
your system is smoke blowing. Smoke blowing during 
dry periods allows smoke to reach the surface through 
smaller cracks and allows for locating where water may 
exfiltrate. Sewer cameras can then be used to determine 
the extent of the issues that are found and help determine 
repairs that may be needed. Ensuring that regular 
maintenance and inspections are completed on your 
collection system and public drinking water wells will 
also mitigate the threat from pharmaceuticals, over the 
counter medication, and increased nutrients.
 Smoke testing is a method used by system professionals 
to identify the sources of inflow and infiltration. Where 
there is I&I, there is always the likelihood that there will 
be exflow and exfiltration during dry periods. The same 
problem spots that will allow groundwater to infiltrate the 
sanitary sewer system will also allow sewage to exfiltrate 
out of the pipes during dry conditions. When a channel 
is cut through the soil during wet periods, sewage can 

flow out through these channels during dry periods and 
contaminate both surface water and groundwater. 
 During a smoke test the sanitary sewers are 
pressurized using a large fan set over a manhole pushing 
air downward throughout the sewers. Smoke is created 
by the blower and mixed with the air being pressurized 
by the fan. The smoke is pushed through the system and 
escapes out the deficiencies in the system were infiltration 
and exfiltration could be present. 
 Smoke blowing can show many types of deficiencies 
in a system. When we talk about inflow, we are talking 
about water that can enter the system through illegal 
connections, cross connections, or places that may 
have been left open. Inflow is usually recognized at or 
above ground, (roof drains, cleanouts, sump pumps) 
so in the case of inflow we have gravity on our side to 
prevent exflow. Infiltration is more of the concern in this 
discussion, due to the fact that exfiltration can take place. 
This condition is present when the system has cracks, 
breaks, and pipe misalignments. These problems are 
usually considered to be below ground so gravity can 
allow contaminants to escape through pathways cut by 
infiltration.
 An increase in flow to a wastewater treatment plant 
is usually the best indication that there may be a problem 
within your collection system. As problems in a collection 
system occur, excess ground and surface water will 
increase the flow to the plant during rain events. It is 
important to pay close attention to flow data so problems 
can be addressed in a timely manner. It is beneficial to 
do smoke testing every five years to identify any new 
deficiencies that may arise. If you notice an increase of 
flow to the plant, it may be beneficial to smoke test more 
frequently.

Iowa Rural Water Association 
Wastewater Technician Scott Shover 
discussing sanitary sewer issues 
with Dayton Public Works Director 
Craig Johnson – Result: Collapsed 
Sanitary Sewer Main

Smoke rising out of the ground 
during a smoke test in Dayton Iowa

Smoke rising out of the street during 
Riceville Smoke Blowing
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The Iowa Rural Water Association is soliciting nominees for the 2014 Awards of 
Excellence Program to be recognized Tuesday, February 24th during the 2015 

Annual Conference Awards Luncheon at the Veterans Memorial Community 
Choice Credit Union Conference Center in Des Moines, Iowa

The categories are as follows:

Community of the Year 

City Clerk of the Year

Community Operator of the Year

Regional System of the Year

Regional System Manager of the Year

Regional System Operator of the Year

Regional System Board Member of the Year

 Associate of the Year

When choosing your nominee(s) keep in mind that the judging is based on 
2014 performance and achievements. IRWA will review all nominations. 

Please complete the entry form on the next page and fax to (641) 787-0331.  

Deadline for nominations is December 1, 2014

Please call our office at 800-747-7782 with any questions.

IRWA 
2014 Awards of Excellence

Entry Form



Iowa Rural Water Association
2014 AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE ENTRY FORM

Person Making Nomination: __________________________________________________________

Title: ______________________________________________________________________________

City/System: _______________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: _____________________________________________________________________

Please indicate nominees position:   

o Community o City Clerk        o Comm. Operator

o Regional System     o Regional System Manager o Regional System Operator

o Regional System Board Member o Associate (Vendor) of the Year

Nominee: _________________________________________________________________________

Supporting Information:
(Example: Outstanding Accomplishments, Contributions to System & State Association, Legislative Issues, Leadership, etc.)

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

(Provide any supporting materials at your discretion).

Please complete this entry form and fax to (641) 787-0331.  



Don’t miss out on the benefits of IRWA membership. You can 
continue to stay in touch with the water and wastewater industry 

in Iowa by becoming an Individual Member of IRWA for only $75 
per year. And you will continue to receive membership 

benefits you have enjoyed over the years.

 v Annual and Fall Conferences registration discounts
 v Water Street Journal subscription
 v Annual Membership Directory
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™
I n t e r m i t t e n t  D e c a n t e d  E x t e n d e d  A e r a t i o n  L a g o o n

W I N T E R  I S  C O M I N G
Don’t let your lagoon performance freeze with the season.

SOLUTIONIDEAL™

Long-term compliance planning

Lifetime energy savings

F R O N T- O F - P L A N T  A M M O N I A  R E M O VA L  AT  T E M P E R AT U R E S  A S  L O W  A S  3 ° C

simple 
solution 
superior 

performance

Contact our Lagoon Solution team at 
573-474-9456 or tim.canter@wastewater.com 
for more information.

www.lagoon-solutions.com aeration for lifeTM



The Iowa Rural Water Political Action Committee held a Shooting 
Competition at High Lakes Outdoor Alliance Shooting Range 
near Afton on September 19. We started the day with some 

fog but plenty of sunshine warmed us up nicely.  
 The twenty-eight participants divided into two groups with 
one group shooting clay birds from trap houses while the other 
group walked a sporting clays course to test their accuracy. Lunch 
was pork chops grilled by SIRWA manager and PAC member Dan 
McIntosh, along with sides provided by IRWA. After lunch the 
groups switched locations and the same process was played out. 
 Scoring did not seem to be a top priority for participants as 
some scores did not even have a name on the tally sheets. As best 
as we can figure top score goes to Tim Haas from Garden and 
Associates with an 87.  Other top scores were Mark Fincel from 
Garden and Associates with 82, Dan McGinnis from Central Iowa 
Water Association with 75, Dean Lorenzen from West Central Iowa 
Rural Water Association with 75, Tyler Jacobson from Rathbun 
Regional Water with 75 and Tyler Havard from Rathbun Regional 
Water with 74.  Thanks goes out to Mark Fincel from Garden and 
Associates and Jeff Rice with Southern Iowa Rural Water Association 
for pulling together the location and course. A huge THANK YOU 
is also due our sponsors Jim Marek with Utility Service Company 
and Mark Fincel from Garden and Associates. This event would 
not be possible without their generosity. A special thanks also to 
the Spartan sports shooting team from Southwestern Community 
College for their assistance at the shooting range. Please consider 
joining us next year for fun competition and good eats while 
contributing to our grass-roots PAC. This event will happen again 
next year and is scheduled for September 18, 2015. 

IOWA RURAL WATER
  PAC PHEASANT HUNT 2014

VESSCO
INC.

Cory Sonner
Sales Engineer
Cell (515) 509-0470
csonner@vessco.com

Ames, IA                                         A Process Equipment Company                            Chanhassen, MN
414 South 17th Street • Suite 101 • Ames, IA 50010

Phone (515) 233-8599 • Fax (515) 233-8602 • www.vessco.com
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Contact our Project Managers today at  
563-578-1130 or visit us at www.cahoypump.com 
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Forty Years
IowaRuralWaterAssociation

1975-2015**PLEASE READ CAREFULLY, there are many changes** 

RegistRation/CanCellation PoliCy
All conference participants must register. A full registration includes 
all training sessions (Mon-Wed),all tours, admission to the Exhibit 
Hall, Monday Best Tasting Water Lunch, Monday Welcome Reception, 
Tuesday Awards Lunch, Tuesday 40th Birthday Bash and Wednesday 
Lunch. New this year – “Super Saver” Full Registration. Register 
before February 9th, 2015 to receive a full registration discounted 
fee and a free IRWA USB Port!

If written/faxed notice of cancellation is received by February 9th, 
2015, you will receive a full refund minus a $50.00 administrative fee. 
No refunds will be issued after February 9th, 2015. Meal Tickets are 
not guaranteed for on-site registrations.

If you have special physical or dietary needs, please indicate so on 
the registration form.

Hotel infoRmation
Rooms have been reserved at the Holiday Inn Downtown in Des 
Moines. Your reservations can be made by calling (515) 283-0151 
or on-line at www.iowaruralwater.org. To register online, click on the 
Holiday Inn logo and follow the online procedures. A maximum of 
two reservations per person will be taken. Please DO NOT reserve 
more rooms than you will need as you will be charged a cancellation 
fee. Simply mention that you are with the IRWA Annual Conference 
to receive the special conference rate of $89.95. Deadline for 
reservations is Monday, February 2, 2015. Additional rooms are 
available at the Marriott Downtown Des Moines. For reservations at 
the Marriott, call (515) 245-5500 and mention IRWA to receive the 
$115.00 conference rate. 

PaRking 
Complimentary self-parking is provided for overnight guests of the 
Holiday Inn Downtown hotel. Parking is also available at the Iowa 
Events Center for an entrance fee of $7.00. Free Shuttle Service will 
be provided to and from the Holiday Inn Downtown and Veterans 
Memorial Community Choice Credit Union Conference Center.

CeU infoRmation
Up to 1.5 CEU credits (15 hours) can be received for water treatment, 
water distribution or wastewater if you attend the entire annual 
conference. These may be split. Monday equals 0.5 CEUs, Tuesday 
equals 0.5 CEUs and Wednesday equals 0.5 CEUs. CEU forms must be 
completed before you leave (if you leave before Wednesday) or at the 
end of the conference on Wednesday, February 25th. 

sPoRtsman Raffle  
The opportunity to purchase raffle tickets will be on Monday Evening 
and Tuesday Morning/Early Afternoon of the conference. Proceeds 
benefit the IRWA Emergency Response Initiative. Then, Tuesday 
from 4:30 PM  to 5:30 PM in the Exhibit Hall, all raffle winners will 
be announced. Thank you in advance for your support of IRWA’s 
Emergency Response efforts for Iowa communities.

oPening session 
9:00 AM on Monday, February 23rd we will provide General Conference 
Information presented by Randy Pleima, IRWA Board President.

In addition, Jay Gubrud, will be our Opening Session Speaker. You 
don’t have to totally overhaul yourself or your business to make 
big improvements. Studies and experience show that incremental 
improvements can lead to major gains. In Jay’s sessions you will gain 
simple and practical ideas to improve your performance that you can 
put into action the moment you walk out the door. Plus, they are easy 
to share with peers or people you lead when you get back to the 
office.
 
Because of his experience in a variety of industries, Jay Gubrud brings 
a fresh and diverse perspective. For over 13 years, Jay has helped 
people enhance their performance and improve their businesses. His 
theme of cars and driving are something everybody can relate to. 

Join us for exciting new ideas in this interactive program! You will 
walk away energized, educated and entertained. Don’t settle for the 
same old ideas that are being used in your industry.

Best tasting WateR lUnCHeon
Monday, February 23rd at 11:30 AM we will enjoy a buffet lunch 
together in the Grand Ballroom B at the conference center. In 
addition, our “Best Tasting Water” contest will be held during the 
lunch. Our panel of judges will sample all entries and judge them 
on Taste, Bouquet and Clarity. See the Best Tasting Water flyer for 
additional details and the requirements for submitting your city or 
system’s water sample.

“floWeR aRRanging & gaRdening” session  
Spring is in the air!  Our flower and gardening experts will present 
two sessions on Monday, February 23rd starting at 12:45 PM at the 
Veterans Memorial Center to help you anticipate and dream about the 
upcoming flower season!  Plus, join IRWA for lunch at the Veterans 
Memorial Center in Ballroom B at 11:30 AM.

WelCome ReCePtion
Be sure to join us for the Monday Night Welcome Reception from 
4:15 PM to 6:30 PM in the Exhibit Hall at the conference center. Don’t 
miss this chance to relax and visit with our vendors in the “Blue Drop 
Lounge”. We have also invited Iowa legislators to attend and have the 
opportunity to connect with their constituents. In addition, games and 
prize drawings will be held.

fine sHoPPing, dining & Painting session
Starting at 9:00 AM board the IRWA bus to travel to Historical Valley 
Junction for shopping and fun. Plus, we will have a convenient 
location for you to sit, relax and warm up with some coffee or hot 
chocolate when you are not visiting the many stores of the area. 
Then, return for our Awards Luncheon at Veterans Memorial Center, 
Ballroom B starting at 11:30 AM. Following our lunch, we will again 
board the IRWA bus for a trip to Pinot’s Palette. Pinot’s Pallette is an 
upscale painting and wine destination in Des Moines where you can 
“Paint. Drink. Have Fun”. At the Pinot studio, anyone can be an artist 
and have fun being creative, no art experience is required. 

aWaRds lUnCHeon 
The IRWA Awards Luncheon will be held Tuesday at 11:30 AM  in 
Grand Ballroom B and is included with a Full Registration. The meal 
will be a plated meal you can enjoy with your colleagues in a casual 
atmosphere. Our luncheon is an opportunity to honor key system and 
community leaders for their commitment to the industry.

iRWa 40tH BiRtHday BasH
Join us on Tuesday Evening at the Holiday Inn Downtown starting  at 
6:30 PM for our IRWA 40th Birthday Bash. Enjoy a social night with 
IRWA Staff and Board Members to celebrate 40 years!  There will be 
an IRWA Bar, lots of food and music from the 70’s and 80’s.

PaC BReakfast 
Meet our contract lobbyist Emily Piper and our Guest Speaker for 
breakfast at the Iowa Events Center at 7:00 AM on Wednesday 
Morning. This is your opportunity to get an insider’s view on politics 
in Iowa and to ask questions of the experts about the new legislative 
session. Contribution expected (not included in registration).

state HistoRiCal VaUlt toUR 
This hour-long, behind the scenes walking tour explores the 
museum’s “vault”, an underground climate controlled preservation 
center that is home to more than 100,000 artifacts collected over 
120 years. Among the many unusual and interesting items you’ll 
see are a log cabin, square grand pianos and even a can of Spam. 
Also featured are old cars, an early Iowa State Patrol motorcycle and 
more!  In addition, during your visit, you will be able to tour our State 
Historical Museum: its exhibits tell the stories of Iowa’s growth and 
development through the exhibition of a rich collection of historic 
artifacts and documents. The State Historical Museum celebrates 
Iowans, their ambitions, accomplishments, disappointments, and 
their contributions – often unrecognized and unrecorded- creating a 
state-wide ethos that Iowans come to share.

QUEStIonS?
Contact Cathy Law at Iowa Rural Water Association
(800) 747-7782 or email at claw@iowaruralwater.org

nEEd FURthER Up-to-dAtE InFoRmAtIon?
Visit our website for further details and online registration:
http://iowaruralwater.org/events_annual_conference.html

2015 ioWa RURal WateR assoCiation
annUal ConfeRenCe RegistRation

ConfeRenCe sCHedUle
**For Session Descriptions—

Visit our website at www.iowaruralwater.org

monday, feBRUaRy 23Rd 

9:00 – 10:00 AM .....Opening Session/General Information

10:00 – 11:30 AM ..Concurrent Sessions

11:30 – 12:30 PM ..Best Tasting Water Luncheon

12:30 – 3:30 PM  ...Concurrent Sessions

12:45 – 4:15 PM ..... Flower Arranging & Gardening Session

3:30 – 3:45 PM ......Break

3:45 – 4:15 PM ......Concurrent Sessions

2:30 – 4:30 PM ......Annual Membership Meeting

2:00 – 4:00 PM ......Vendor Thank You Refreshments 
 and Sessions

4:15 – 6:30 PM ......Welcome Reception in Exhibit Hall

tUesday, feBRUaRy 24tH 

8:00 – 9:00 AM ......Registration Desk Opens/
 Continental Breakfast in Exhibit Hall

9:00 – 10:00 AM ....Joint Session

9:00 – 11:30 AM ....Historic Valley Junction Tour 
 & Shopping

10:00 – 10:30 AM ..Break in Exhibit Hall

10:30 – 11:30 AM ..Concurrent Sessions

11:30 – 1:00 PM ....IRWA Awards Luncheon/Exhibit Hall

1:00 – 3:00 PM ......Concurrent Sessions

1:00 – 4:30 PM ......Pinot’s Palette Painting

3:00 – 3:30 PM ......Break in Exhibit Hall

3:30 – 4:30 PM ......Concurrent Sessions

4:30 – 5:30 PM ......Sportsman Raffle Drawings

6:30 – 10:00 PM ....IRWA 40th Birthday Bash (Holiday Inn)

Wednesday, feBRUaRy 25tH 

7:30 – 8:30 AM ......Iowa Rural Water PAC Breakfast

7:30 – 8:00 AM ......Registration/Breakfast

8:00 – 10:00 AM ....Concurrent Sessions

9:00 – 11:15 AM ....“State Historical Vault” Tour

10:00 – 10:15 AM ..Break

10:15 – 11:15 AM ..Concurrent Sessions

11:15 – 12:00 PM ..Lunch

12:00 – 2:00 PM ....Joint Session

2:00 PM .................CEUs
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2015 ioWa RURal WateR assoCiation 
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paid Early Bird Registration deadline is January 28, 2012
please return to: IRWA 4221 S 22nd Ave East, newton, IA 50208. payment must accompany your registration.

Name (for badge): ________________________________ Phone: _______________________________________________

System/City/Company: __________________________________________________________________________________

E-Mail: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________City:_______________________ State:_________ Zip:___________

o Please contact me regarding my special needs

A Full Conference Registration includes all training, all tours, admission to the Exhibit Hall, IRWA 40th Birthday Bash, all 
three lunches, breaks and the Monday night welcome reception. One-Day Only registration includes training, admission to the 
Exhibit Hall and lunch. In addition, we offer a Tuesday Exhibit Hall only pass for those just wanting the opportunity to visit with 
our vendors (lunch NOT included).   

 Registration Fees

Super Saver Full Registration (Members Only)
Before Monday, February 9th............................................$295.00
 **REQUIRED**  I would like to attend (yes or no):
 Flower Arranging & Gardening Session ............. YES  /  NO
 Valley Junction Shopping and Painting Session . YES  /  NO
 IRWA 40th Birthday Bash .................................... YES  /  NO
 State Historical Vault Tour .................................. YES  /  NO
 
Full Registration (Members Only)
After Monday, February 9th ..............................................$325.00
 

Non-Member Full Registration..........................................$325.00
 **REQUIRED**  I would like to attend (yes or no):
 Flower Arranging & Gardening Session ............. YES  /  NO
 Valley Junction Shopping and Painting Session . YES  /  NO
 IRWA 40th Birthday Bash .................................... YES  /  NO
 State Historical Vault Tour .................................. YES  /  NO

One-Day Registration
 Monday .....................................................................$130.00
 Tuesday .....................................................................$130.00
 Tuesday Exhibit Hall Only .........................................$50.00
 Wednesday ................................................................$130.00
 

AddItIonAl tICkEtS (GUESt/SpoUSE)
 
Name of Guest/Spouse____________________________________
 
Monday Lunch and Flower/Gardening Session ......................$70.00
 (includes Monday Night Welcome Reception)
Valley Junction Shopping & Painting Session ........................$90.00
 (includes Tuesday Lunch, Exhibit Hall and Breaks)
IRWA 40th Birthday Bash ........................................................$40.00
Wednesday “State Historical Vault” Tour and Lunch .............$70.00

                                                                       Total Due __________

Send payment to: Iowa Rural Water Assoc; 4221 S 22nd Ave E, newton, IA  50208.  to pay by Credit Card register online at www.iowaruralwater.org

Our 40 thAnnual Conference
feBruArY 23-25, 2015



Visiting Des Moines in February has it challenges but let us assure you that 
there are still many opportunities for fun!

Here are FIVE of our favorites (in no particular order):

Brenton Skating Plaza 
Ice Skating at its best…Open 7 days a week and just $5 for adults and $4 for kids, 
this is a great way to spend time with the family and friends.

Botanical Center 
Want to escape the cold, dry, colorless winter of Iowa? The Des Moines Botanical 
Center has the answer! Open 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM weekdays, you can enjoy 
visiting the warm tropical climate of the Botanical Center and take a break from the 
weather outside.

Des Moines Art Center 
The Des Moines Art Center has been called a world class art museum set in the heart 
of the midwest. Featuring works from artists from the 19th, 20th and 21st century 
there’s much to explore here. Whether it’s the works of Matisse, Warhol or Georgia 
O’Keeffe, or the outside architecture; the art center has plenty of things for your 
eyes to enjoy.

Bowling at Bass Pro Shops 
Go under the sea at this restaurant and bowling alley…Uncle Buck’s Fish Bowl and 
Grill offers its visitors a unique experience. With 12 lanes, bowlers can literally 
bowl under the sea and catch glimpses of turtles, sting rays and other sea creatures. 
When you get hungry you can head over to the restaurant and grab a bite to eat in 
the sunken ship themed dining area.

The Hessen Haus 
The Hessen Haus perfectly recreates the authentic atmosphere of an old-world 
German bier hall.  The thirty imported German biers on tap, authentic German fare 
on the menu, and sounds of live music on stage; regional polka create a lively yet 
cozy atmosphere where large crowds gather to “pass the boot” and small groups 
find themselves making new friends.

FIVE THINGS TO DO IN DES MOINES
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